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Abstract

The world has witnessed a number of economic blocks that were established
since the second half of the 20th century that realized very good results for
many of the member countries. This lead a number of Muslim thinkers,
scholars and reformers to call for the establishment of an economic
integration between Muslim countries or a common market, etc..,
emphasizing the importance of such institutions and the benefits that are
likely to be realized and showing the different options available to the
Muslim countries and which range from customs union to full economic
integration.

There were also a number of attempts to establish trade agreements and
regional economic unions such as the Arab Economic Union, the Union of
Maghreb countries, The Cooperation Council of the Gulf Arab States, etc.,
but without realizing the expected benefits. The questions that arise here are:
how beneficial is the economic integration of Muslim countries at present?
What are the benefits or advantages that can be realized? And what are the
obstacles that prevent such an integration to be realized.

The aim of this paper is to attempt to evaluate the benefits of an economic

integration between Muslim countries, using cross-section and time series

data in a modified gravity model of international trade, which despite its

shortcomings -like any other model used in humanities to measure an

economic or social phenomenon- is often used by most economists as a

means to evaluate trade exchange and analyze economic relations between
| countries.





