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Opinion Polls and their Use in Charitable Work

By: Samer Ridwan Abou Romman

(Abstract)

Study Objectives:

1- Identifying the importance of opinion polls methodology used in the field of charitable work.
2- Identifying the different poll stages, levels, suggestions and how to be used in charitable work
activities

3- Displaying the most important results of a very recent Bahraini youth opinion poll about the
modern methods for implementing an efficient outreach campaign and how to make use of the

results, as a model to be applied to charitable work.

The study includes practical steps and scientifically supported suggestions for the use of polls in
the field of charitable work, so that the stakeholders may find tangible benefits for the charitable

projects.

The study includes the following axes:

- Importance of polls.

- Scientifically conducted polls.

- Importance and benefits of polls in the field of charitable work.

- Conducting polls with the personnel of charitable projects.

- Suggested tools to be used in charitable work polls.

- Fields and levels of researched people in charitable work.

- Stage for the use of polls and obtaining a positive response from the decision makers to the
public opinion in order to serve the charitable work.

- Rules for conducting a poll.

- Bahraini youth poll model about the effective modern outreach methods.



For Charitable Work Studies

researchers.

« The researches touched on 26 specialized topics in the field of Charitable Work.

« The events were attended by 33 charitable institutions and societies from 15 Arab and non-Arab
countries, active in 26 cities.

« The average number of Charitable Work conferences held was 8.66 conferences per year, and
the average number of papers presented was 17.62 paper per conference of which 98.047. were
in Arabic and 1.96}. were in English.

« Most of the paper presenters were University professors, constituting a rate of 44.277. of the total

number of paper presenters.
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Charitable Work Conferences and Seminars
Held in the Member States of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC)
in the Period 2000-2008: A Descriptive
and Analytical Study

By: Dr. Ahmed Obadah Al-Araby

(Abstract)

This study aims at compiling information and analyzing charity conferences and seminars
held in the member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in the period 2000-2008,
arranged according to number, topic, venue, language and date. The study also seeks to com-
pile the studies and working papers presented in those conferences and sort them according to
subject matter and field of Charitable Work, as well as compiling a list of participating researchers
in those conferences and their scientific work, for the purpose of identifying the obstacles facing
the effective implementation of the recommendations issued by the Charitable Work conferences
and to find ways to overcome these obstacles. Lastly, the study explores the views of the profes-
sionals in the field of Charitable Work who attended those conferences and events as regards the
duration, timing and venue of the conferences, the impact, if any, these conferences had on them,
and their suggestions for optimizing the role these conferences play in improving the performance
of charitable institutions.

The researcher adopted the Descriptive and Analytical Method to compile and analyze the
Charitable Work conferences as well as the studies and working papers presented. Additionally,
the researcher employed the Bibliometric Method to compile lists of researches and working pa-
pers presented in those conferences.

The researcher arrived at a large number of conclusions, the most important being:

« The number of Charitable Work conferences held in the GCC member states in the period 2000-
2008 amounted to 78 scientific conferences, seminars and workshops. Among these, 64 were
scientific conferences, ten seminars, three workshops and one forum.

« 1375 scientific papers were presented, of which 1334 by individual researchers, 41 by group

-12 -
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inadequacy of necessary human resources and skills.

This paper attempts to achieve three goals. (1) To highlight the nature and importance of the
Islamic Charitable Work in Africa. (2) To identify the most serious obstacles and challenges facing
this work. (3) To set out the most important priorities and trends of the Islamic Charitable Work in

Africa.
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Challenges Facing Islamic Charitable

Work in Africa: A Strategic Perspective

By: Dr. Hamdy Abdel-Rahman Hassan*

(Abstract)

It is generally recognized that the concept of Islamic Charitable Work, an effort based on
volunteerism, is closely linked to cementing gracious virtues and values within a framework of
a united and integrated community. Charitable Work and volunteering are, then, deeply rooted
in the Islamic thought. This assertion, notwithstanding, does not preclude us from admitting that
in practice, experience has shown that Islamic Charitable Work faces a host of challenges and
obstacles, particularly in Africa, a situation that detracts from the efficiency and success of the
Islamic charitable activities in this continent.

The African post-colonial states sustain a structural problem that undercuts their ability to
discharge their developmental tasks, hence leading to impoverishment of their populations and
to their backwardness. Weaknesses of the African states are evident in the political instability, civil
and ethnic disputes, corruption, mismanagement, among other woes bedeviling the continent.

On the other hand, there are several other external challenges that hamper charity work in
general and Islamic charity work in particular. These days a new scramble for Africa is taking
place among the world great powers, who are bouncing upon the continent's natural resources,
hence leading to its impoverishment, in a frenzy reminiscent of the first imperial scramble Africa
had witnessed at the end of the nineteenth century. Moreover, the post-September 11 world cir-
cumstances have further complicated these obstacles, particularly the so-called war on terrorism
and other undertakings embraced by the contemporary American strategic discourse.

Nevertheless, the charitable institutions themselves suffer from their own problems, such
as lack of interest in, or incapacity to, forge partnership with aid recipient countries, absence of

inter-organizational collaboration, vagueness of vision, confusion as regards priority-setting and

* Professor of Political Science at Cairo and Zayed Universities.
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As for the structural challenge, several concepts of recovery appear to be necessary, these
are: professionalism, transparency and independence. Effective internal accounting control is
also part of the institutionalization process of the charity sector. All financial and managerial ac-
tivities must be transparent, not only those involving government, but also, and more importantly,
those involving personnel and volunteers. The situation appears more complicated with regard to
the environment of the GCC region Charitable Work. There is a need to reconsider the nature of
the relationships between the GCC governments and their societies with a view to nurturing the
values of citizenship and participation.

The paper concludes by stressing that developing charitable institutions in the GCC region
calls for the mobilization of human, economic, social and political resources of the society and
integration of the different roles played by different organizations. Also, the positive involvement
of the GCC governments in these efforts is highly desired, particularly in light of the present global

trends toward curbing the economic, cultural and social role of the state.
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Charitable Work in the Arab Gulf Region:

Beginnings and Development

By: Reham Ahmed Khafagy

(Abstract)

It goes without saying that benevolence is one of the foremost features of the communities in
GCC member states. Philanthropy has, through decades, taken multifarious forms there—from
volunteering time and effort, to extending aid to the needy. Individuals, tribes and associations
have all been involved in this blessed procession of giving. This paper was intended to show the
beginnings and development of Charitable Work in GCC member states. The paper employs
several approaches towards its end, such as reviewing the legal structures in the GCC region
where this charity work is practiced, exploring the leading organizations active in this field, as well
as evaluating the institutional and practical achievements of this charity work.

The Paper highlights the major developments that the charitable activity in the GCC com-
munities has witnessed, the way these developments are reflected on its local and international
settings and their impact on the organization, activities and efficiency of this Charitable Work. It
is not possible to ignore the radical changes brought on the charitable sector in the GCC region
by the sudden overflow of oil wealth, workers flows across the area, repercussions of the Sep-
tember 11 event or globalization. Moreover, economic, demographic, political and social changes
in the GCC region have had a significant effect on the scope, nature, and volume of charitable
activities there. In other words, the up and down movement of the charitable sector in the GCC
region is governed by the imperatives of the locally, regionally and internationally interlaced matrix
of change. In addition to the challenge posed by the changing environment, the gulf charitable
sector suffers from its own problems that have their roots in the conventionality of its activities,
meagerness of its aims, fragility of its structures and its autocratic leadership. These structural
and managerial deficiencies have compromised the capacity of the sector, limited its scope and
spoiled its potential. These difficulties and others do present the charitable sector in the GCC

region with some tough structural and environmental challenges.
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