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Abstract:
The New Information and
Communication Technology (NICT)

impacts has been widespread and profound
and touched among others, economic,
social, legal and cultural areas. This, added
to the prosperity of the US economy in the
90s, has raised the issue of whether we are
witnessing the emergence of a new
economy. The debate is still going on
between those who believe we entered a
new economy, those who do not and the
undecided. E-banking and e-commerce are
the most visible sides of the NICT impacts
on business in many countries. But what
about e-banking in the public banks
dominated Algerian banking system which
has been too slow to react to environment
changes up to now. At first, we notice the
total absence of e-banking practices in
Algeria. In our opinion, the main reason to
this and to the long lasting situation is the
lack of competition. We concluded that a
great effort has to be rapidly made by the
Algerian government. The emergency is to
accelerate the economic reform process
starting with the privatization of the still
dominant economic public sector and at
least some of the public banks. Then the
government  should make  NICT
development as a national priority. The
Algerian banks, private and public alike,
should strongly introduce the use of new
technologies and especially NICT. Efforts
made by some banks this year {2001 }by
introducing some new products is still not
enough.
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