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The Role of the Purposes of Islamic Law
In Contemporary Legislation

This was the title of the lecture that Professor Mohamed S.
El-Awa delivered in the Faculty of Dar al-Ulim, Cairo
University, on the 26" of February, 2006, 27" of Muharram
1427 H. The lecture is the opening lecture of a series of
lectures organized by Al-Magasid Research Centre in the
Philosophy of Islamic Law.

The lecture started with an introduction of Al-Maqasid
Research Centre, which was founded by H.E. Sheikh Ahmad
Zaki Yamani, with an objective to promote new studies in
the philosophy of Islamic law, especially related to its
purposes and underlying objectives (al-maqgasid). Professor
El-Awa, then, outlined a typology of positions that various
writers had taken from the topic of al-maqasid, and called for
a ‘centrist’ position, in which specific scripts are understood
in light of their holistic principles and objectives. Professor
El-Awa explained how the Centrist School could guide and
develop contemporary Islamic revival. Then, he elaborated
on the role of al-maqgasid in contemporary renewal/ijtihad,
based on a number of guidelines he proposed. Afterwards, as
a case study, Professor El-Awa surveyed a large number of
decrees of the Egyptian Supreme Court, in which statutes
were evaluated based on their fulfillment of al-maqgasid. The
lecture concluded with a recommendation for researchers to
continue to uncover and utilize al-magasid of the Islamic
shar rah.

It is my pleasure and honor to introduce Professor El-Awa’s
lecture as the first publication of Al-Maqasid Research
Centre in the Philosophy of Islamic Law.

Gasser Auda, Director
Al-Magqasid Research Centre in the Philosophy of Islamic Law
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