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fighting it as commanded by the Shari’ah, which is something that is totally

intolerable.

The importance of this study emerges from the fact that some Islamic
indexes for investment in companies shares have been recently established,
and many Islamic financial institutions have practically shown no reluctance

to finance projects that are inclusive of haram elements.
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EXAMINING THE SHARI’AH PARAMETERS SET FOR
TOLERATING THE HARAM IF MIXED WITH THE HALAL

By
Abdulazeem Abozaid

This study attempts to discuss the view that tolerates the haram if mixed
with the halal while the later constitutes the majority, like in investing in the
shares of companies that occasionally deal in haram activities, or in financing
projects that are known to be involved in unlawful acts, like the construction
or the acquisition of hotels that serve or sell liquor on their premises. In this
regard, parameters have been established by some Islamic investment and
financial institutions Shari’ah boards to determine the size of haram than can

be tolerated in the said fields.

According to these parameters, it is permissible to finance of invest in
a business that involves in some unlawful acts provided the core activity of
the said business is lawful as per Shari’ah and the haram elements therein
do not exceed a certain percentage. This paper carefully examines this view
and the various justifications provided in its support, like some figh maxims
and general Shari’ah principles such as Maslaha (Public Interest) and Darura
(Necessity). It also highlights the serious implications of adopting such a
view.

The paper concludes that tolerating a certain amount of haram if mixed
with haram whereby the halal constitutes the majority is not valid as it does
not fall back on any valid Shari’ah ground. In addition, such a tolerance

results in promoting the haram or facilitating it instead of preventing and
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