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Distribution of Inheritance among Males and Females:

Criteria and Rationale

RAFIC AL-MASRI
Centre for Research in Islamic Economics,
King Ahdal-Azz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. In some cases inheritance distribution gives males double the share of
females but in some other situations the male/female shares are equal. The rationale for
different shares is provided by different financial burdens on the two. It is not based on
any difference in human dignity in which male arid female are always equal. Equality in
shares comes when the shares themselves are small. Some earlier scholars thought it
occurs when the heirs are related to the deceased through a female from another family. |
find equality in shares whenever the shares are one sixth (1/6), which is the lowest share
in one of the two series of shares.

Preference to male by doubling his share compared to that of female seems to be the
rule, whereas equality of shares appears as an exception. There are no other rules
governing male/female shares in inheritance when they inherit according to prescribed
ratios or as residual claimants through male lineage. The paper establishes these points in
the light of arguments and demonstrates that there is no role for prgjudice and whims in
the distribution of wealth between the two sexes.



